
FINANCIAL AID & SCHOLARSHIPS

PAYING FOR 
COLLEGE

Financial Aid Night



IMPORTANT DATES
October 1  st

FAFSA opens
CSS Profile opens
FFAA (Bright Futures) opens

October 13th

College Fair: 12 pm-2 pm
Registration is open now for seniors!

November 18th

FAFSA Event: 5:30 pm-7:30 pm
Media Center



 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

TRANSITIONING TO COLLEGE FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
 C o l l e g e  P l a n n i n g  I n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  S t u d e n t s  w i t h  D i s a b i l i t i e s

October 1, 2025
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

October 7, 2025
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

October 16, 2025
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

October 21, 2025
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

October 23 , 2025 
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

October 28, 2025

October 29, 2025

October 30, 2025

9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

October 18, 2024
9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

SCOIR
 A G u i d e  t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t ’ s  C o l l e g e  P l a n n i n g  T o o l

October 19, 2025
1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

NACAC
 V i r t u a l C o l l e g e  F a i r

BE FAFSA READY
J o i n  t h i s  F A F S A  k i c k o f f  w e b i n a r  t o  l e a r n  w h a t
n e e d  t o  k n o w  t o  a p p l y  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  a i d .

PAYING FOR COLLEGE
E N G L I S H  -  L e a r n  a b o u t
t o  P a y  f o r  C o l l e g e .  

K R E Y O L  -  A p r a n n  k a l i t e  è d  f i n a n s y e  p o u  p e y e  p o u  i n i v è s i t e .

E S P A Ñ O L  -  A p r e n d a  s o b r e  l o s  t i p o s  d e  a y u d a  f i n a n c i e r a
p a r a  p a g a r  l a  u n i v e r s i d a d .

M-DCPS CAREER AND TECHNICAL COLLEGES:
BE GREAT DOING WHAT YOU LOVE

 L e a r n a b o u t  M - D C P S T e c h n i c a l C o l l e g e s
a n d  C a r e e r  P a t h w a y s

T y p e s  o f  F i n a n c i a l  A i d

 
U n d e r s t a n d  H o w  C o l l e g e  P l a n n i n g  I s  A  F o u r  Y e a r
J o u r n e y

f a m i l i e s

October 14, 2025
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

FLORIDA’S BRIGHT FUTURES SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
 L e a r n  a b o u t  B r i g h t  F u t u r e s  R e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  A w a r d s

POSTSECONDARY PLANNING FOR UNDERCLASSMEN

 COLLEGE APPLICATION
MONTH 2025

 M i a m i - D a d e  C o u n t y P u b l i c S c h o o l s i s o f f e r i n g C o l l e g e A p p l i c a t i o n W o r k s h o p s f o r
p a r e n t s  a n d s t u d e n t s . C l i c k o n t h e l i n k s b e l o w t o a c c e s s m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n .

Be College Ready M-DCPS!

FAFSA ASSISTANCE AT WESTCHESTER REGIONAL LIBRARY
 I n d i v i d u a l i z e d  I n - p e r s o n  A s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  F i n a n c i a l  A i d

E x p e r t s  t o  H e l p  Y o u  C o m p l e t e  t h e  F A F S A

IN-PERSONEVENT

DISTRICT-WIDE
CAP EVENTS

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16lJRAbTOg6O0Wlpr0rcSNHzbMJdbxIF3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mREKd5ogFSmEpZrNCITxVak7-P-M_lB4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l6BFC0C_NtHCm5nv4LDP1G91rw_UPIkg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10exEfL2JC0nITn9zUf3AAMwsxRYZjTQf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1byW3zC39VLQ1VGmLEqxKbWnnTQF02Qul/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1byW3zC39VLQ1VGmLEqxKbWnnTQF02Qul/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1byW3zC39VLQ1VGmLEqxKbWnnTQF02Qul/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1byW3zC39VLQ1VGmLEqxKbWnnTQF02Qul/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1byW3zC39VLQ1VGmLEqxKbWnnTQF02Qul/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1szcroZo39_BJWFLBVX3veEZnxjxYwlh_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1szcroZo39_BJWFLBVX3veEZnxjxYwlh_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yYOfS3bAjVtbAVFUW2Oxgk-wQ33v2Pdq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yYOfS3bAjVtbAVFUW2Oxgk-wQ33v2Pdq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yYOfS3bAjVtbAVFUW2Oxgk-wQ33v2Pdq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xX98sEyJjWT4lEPr0O6rQQKSzr6qt2GG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xX98sEyJjWT4lEPr0O6rQQKSzr6qt2GG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1byW3zC39VLQ1VGmLEqxKbWnnTQF02Qul/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cHyMghpEPpmWn0NxvixipVONdQHXyEUS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FT4VCqvRF6Dkjfz3HTKt3W22PfrDOVdk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cHyMghpEPpmWn0NxvixipVONdQHXyEUS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cHyMghpEPpmWn0NxvixipVONdQHXyEUS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cHyMghpEPpmWn0NxvixipVONdQHXyEUS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cHyMghpEPpmWn0NxvixipVONdQHXyEUS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cHyMghpEPpmWn0NxvixipVONdQHXyEUS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cHyMghpEPpmWn0NxvixipVONdQHXyEUS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cHyMghpEPpmWn0NxvixipVONdQHXyEUS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OhEpo9bFLAChzfT_721n5UjsbgxHXVuw/view?usp=sharing


The basics
Required applications

FAFSA
CSS
FFAA

Scholarships
Understanding financial
aid award letters
Resources

AGENDA



THE BASICS
Financial aid is determined by the
parent’s income taxes from the year prior
 There are four main ways you can pay
for college (besides paying out of pocket)

Grants
Scholarships
Loans 
Work study

In order to be eligible for these, you must
apply for them 



THE BASICS
GRANTS  & SCHOLARSHIPS:
does not need to be paid back
LOANS: needs to be paid
back and includes interest



Pell Grant
A federal grant. Eligibility is based
on your SAI. Maximum of $7,395.

Subsidized Loans
Federal student loans where the
government pays the interest while
the student is in school.

VOCABULARY
Student Aid Index (SAI)

The “new” EFC. Shows how much
financial aid you will most likely
receive. Lowest SAI is -1500.

Unsubsidized Loans
Federal student loans where the
student is responsible for all interest,
even while in school.



VOCABULARY
Need Based Aid

Financial assistance awarded based
on a family’s financial situation,
determined through the FAFSA or CSS
Profile.

Merit Aid
Scholarships awarded based on
achievements (such as academics,
athletics, or talents), not financial
need.

Unmet Need
How much you still need to pay out
of pocket after your full financial aid
package.

Demonstrated Need
How much money you need to pay
for college, determined by your SAI
and/or the CSS Profile. 



VOCABULARY

Indirect Costs
College expenses that would not be paid
directly to the university. Can include
books, transportation, and meals. 

Direct Costs
What you would pay directly to the
university. Most likely includes,
tuition, fees, and housing. 

Work Study
A federal program that provides part-
time jobs to students, allowing them to
earn money to help pay for college.

Cost of Attendance
The cost of college including tuition,
fees, housing, meal plans, fees, books,
travel, and miscellaneous expenses.



Used to determine need-based aid &
scholarship eligibility from the federal
government, state, and colleges.  FREE

APPLICATION FOR

FEDERAL
STUDENT

AID
Both the student and parent need to
complete the FAFSA. 
You complete the FAFSA for the academic
year you will be starting college:

2025-2026: summer term (2023
taxes)
2026-2027: fall or spring term  (2024
taxes)

You need to reapply every year. 



STUDENT AID INDEX (SAI) UP TO -1500 
A dependent student whose parents aren’t
required to file a federal income tax return will be
assigned an SAI of –1500. 
An independent student who isn’t required to file a
federal income tax return will also be assigned an
SAI of –1500. 

The SAI may not always contribute to the formula
to determine a student’s Federal Pell Grant
eligibility.



HOW
DOES
THE
FAFSA
WORK?

The FAFSA calculates the SAI using the
information on your tax returns and
your assets
Most of the tax information used to
calculate the SAI is transferred
directly from the IRS* into the FAFSA
form if you provide your consent and
approval (you need to do this!)

SAI Formula: 
Parents’ Contribution from Income + Parents’
Contribution from Assets + Student’s Contribution
from Income + Student’s Contribution from Assets



HOW TO QUALIFY FOR PELL GRANT

Maximum Pell Grant

 Based on family
size, adjusted gross
income, poverty
guidelines, and tax
filing status. 
SAI will be between
–1500 and 0.

Calculated Pell Grant

If the SAI is between
0 and $7,395
Grant will be
$7,395-SAI

Minimum Pell Grant

If the SAI is above
$7,395, but may still
be eligible based on
family size, gross
income, and poverty
guidelines



HOW
CAN I
APPLY?
WHEN
CAN I
APPLY?

1. The STUDENT should begin the application.  Go
to studentaid.gov and create an account. 

Verification happens immediately now (new
update!)

2. The STUDENT will complete their portion of the
application. 

3.  Provide IRS consent & approval
4.  Complete & electronically sign the FAFSA form.

You’re not done yet... time to invite the parents!

The FAFSA is NOW OPEN!

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch


INVITING A PARENT TO THE FAFSA FORM

1.Students just need to add the contributor's email (not their name,
DOB, or SSN). Students will only invite 1 parent. 

If required, the parent who was invited will be prompted to
invite the second parent  

2.The contributor will receive an email invitation to participate in the
form AND a unique identification code 

The student also receives the link and unique code at the end of
their form

3.  Complete the parent portion & electronically sign the FAFSA. 



ELECTRONICALLY SIGN & SUBMIT



CHECK YOUR SUBMISSION SUMMARY

 After 3-5 days of
processing, check the
status in the FAFSA
Submission Summary
This is where you can find
your SAI



SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES

Divorced or never married: See which parent needs to fill out
the FAFSA

studentaid.gov/fafsaparents
Only student citizens or eligible non-citizens can fill out the
FAFSA

Parent’s citizenship status does not affect eligibility
Full list of eligible non-citizens: studentaid.gov/eligibility



YES! Filling out the FAFSA is the
first step for most
scholarship applications

I’m probably not going
to qualify for federal
aid, do I still need to fill
out the FAFSA?



COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH
AKA CSS PROFILE 



A different, online financial aid application used
mostly by private or out-of-state schools
Uses parent’s tax information and assets to
determine your financial need
Application fee, but you may qualify for a fee
waiver, based on your parents’ income

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH
AKA CSS PROFILE 



HOW
CAN I
APPLY?
WHEN
CAN I
APPLY?

1. Log in with your College Board account (or
create one if you don’t have one)

2. Gather important documents from 2024 (tax
forms, W-2s, bank statements, assets, etc. )

3. Select colleges: Click here for a full list of
colleges using CSS

4. Complete the form
If you have a noncustodial parent, they
need to create and complete their own
form

5. Submit documents via IDOC for verification

The CSS Profile opens on October 1 - every
school may have different deadlines

st

https://profile.collegeboard.org/PPI/participatingInstitutions.aspx
https://profile.collegeboard.org/PPI/participatingInstitutions.aspx




2024
Income-related documents (W2s, 1099, 1098, dividends, etc)
Personal and business taxes
Current asset statements, including: brokerage accounts,
mutual funds, annuities, 529, savings bonds, CDs,
checking/savings accounts, real estate investments, trusts
Retirement accounts: 401K, IRA, pension, annuities, ROTH,
403B
Current mortgage statement, HELOC, or Equity lines with
balance

DOCUMENTS





CS
S 

PR
O

FI
LE

Who should fill out the CSS Profile?  

The student and the parents (but the
parent uses the student’s account)
Non-custodial parents need to create
their own account
Stepparents’ financial information should
also be included in the applicaiton
If you do not have contact
with your non-custodial
parent, you may fill out a
waiver. Each college will
determine its validity



CS
S 

PR
O

FI
LE

Who should fill out the CSS Profile?  



IDOC:
Upload copies of required forms
Requests parent AND student
information- even if student does not
file
Only a requirement for some schools 
Takes at least 5 days to process

INSTITUTIONAL
DOCUMENT
SERVICE 



CHECK YOUR EMAIL!
If you submitted CSS to a school that uses IDOC, you will receive an email
from IDOC typically within 1-3 business days after submitting the CSS
Profile. 
Always keep an eye out, because schools may request documents at a
later date.
Students will sign in using two of the following:

CBFinAid ID,
Social Security Number
Date of Birth

HOW DO I
ACCESS IDOC?













Make sure to submit early enough
to process the documents



FAFSA VS. CSS PROFILE
FAFSA

Free application
Only citizens or eligible non-
citizens can fill it out 
Makes you eligible for federal,
state, and institutional aid
Students and parents have
separate accounts
Non-custodial parents do not
need to complete the form

CSS Profile
$25 for first college, $16 for each
additional school 
Non-citizens can apply
Makes you eligible for
institutional aid and other
scholarships
Parents use the student’s account
Non-custodial parents need to
complete the application



PRIVATE 

STATE 

INSTITUTIONAL

SCHOLARSHIPS Put in the work to
search & apply for

scholarships. 
Think of it as a part-

time job!



INSTITUTIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS

 Qualify by applying early and meeting the school’s requirements
for their merit-based scholarships
Each school has different requirements. DO YOUR RESEARCH! 
In most cases, you are automatically considered for all of their
scholarships, but sometimes there are additional requirements:

Earlier deadlines
Additional essays
Nomination forms
Letters of recommendation

USUALLY THE MOST GENEROUS! Merit or Need Based



PRIVATE SCHOLARSHIPS  
Very competitive and take a lot of work, but are often the
deciding factor against student loans or filling the unmet need
gap
Can be awarded as many as possible (be careful with
scholarship displacement)
Some take financial need into consideration, some do not
Have various application platforms and different requirements
(essays, recommendation letters, service projects, etc.)



SCHOLARSHIP BULLETIN

Click here for
access to the

bulletin

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1C9ZsFZuyayosJvdKzUGmk7kDhGeGCI0o43RFegJTmhA/edit?gid=1443440915#gid=1443440915
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1C9ZsFZuyayosJvdKzUGmk7kDhGeGCI0o43RFegJTmhA/edit?gid=1443440915#gid=1443440915
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1C9ZsFZuyayosJvdKzUGmk7kDhGeGCI0o43RFegJTmhA/edit?gid=1443440915#gid=1443440915


FLORIDA FINANCIAL
AID APPLICATION

AKA Bright Future Scholarship application
Opens October 1st every year, deadline is before
graduation, but some scholarships may be due
earlier 
Simple application- does not require income
information
Be careful with name spelling, should be exactly
how it shows up on your high school transcript



STATE SCHOLARSHIPS: BRIGHT FUTURES



BR
IG

HT
 F

UT
UR

ES
Apply through FFAA starting October 1st,
even if you do not meet the requirements yet 
You have until June 30th to meet all of the
requirements 
Can use SAT/ACT super score or CLT
Eligible for the scholarship up to 5 years
after graduating high school
Other ways to qualify for Bright Futures:

IB Diploma
National Merit Finalists

floridastudentaidsg.org

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPHome/SAPHome?url=home


BRIGHT FUTURES AMOUNTS
Public State Universities

Florida Academic
Scholars (FAS): 100%
tuition
Florida Medallion
Scholars (FMS): 75%
tuition

Private State Universities
Florida Academic
Scholars (FAS): $212 per
credit hour
Florida Medallion
Scholars (FMS): $159 per
credit hour

Students must maintain a 3.0 college GPA to renew



FINANCIAL AID
AWARD LETTERS
Making sense of your award letter

Your financial aid letter will most likely be broken
down into 4-6 sections

Cost of attendance
Gift aid (scholarships & grants)
Loan options
Work-study
Net price



COST OF ATTENDANCE

Direct Costs
tuition & fees
housing & meals

$87,150
+

Indirect Costs
books, supplies, other
transportation

$4,725

Cost of Attendance

$91,875 per year=



GIFT AID
Eligibility for the pell
grant comes from
the FAFSA. They
send the information
to the (up to 20)
schools you choose
to send it to 
The school uses that
information (and/or
the CSS) to
determine how
much institutional
grants you should
receive



LOAN OPTIONS

Subsidized loan: you won't be charged interest until 6
months after you graduate college
Unsubsidized loan:  interest starts accumulating as soon
as your first loan is dispersed



You need to qualify for work study & then apply for it at
your school
Your pay would go directly towards your direct costs

WORK STUDY



cost of attendance - total aid

gift aid

work-study

loans

total aid

$85,375

$2,100

$0

$87,475

cost of attendance

total aid

net price

$91,875

$87,475

$4,400

= NET PRICE

$87,475

$4,400



Be hopeful, but realistic. Always have a backup
Find out what schools meet 100% demonstrated need

Typically smaller, private schools
What schools provide merit scholarships? Do you qualify
for these merit scholarships?
Schools that do not award merit-scholarships: Ivy league,
very compettive schools
Search & apply for as many scholarships as you can

WORRIED ABOUT MONEY?



WHERE TO APPLY &
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Always check Teams/Cavs Connect for updates!

FAFSA: studentaid.gov
CSS Profile: cssprofile.collegeboard.org
FFAA (Bright Futures): floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org
CAP Google Drive:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1x6TXYaej7dRc3G-
mrpyvgu_Q8KKnnOit?usp=drive_link
Scholarship Bulletin:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1C9Zs
FAFSA Youtube:
https://www.youtube.com/@FederalStudentAid/videos

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1x6TXYaej7dRc3G-mrpyvgu_Q8KKnnOit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1x6TXYaej7dRc3G-mrpyvgu_Q8KKnnOit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1C9ZsFZuyayosJvdKzUGmk7kDhGeGCI0o43RFegJTmhA/edit?gid=1443440915#gid=1443440915


QUESTIONS?
Ms. Sanz

CAP Advisor 
ssanz@dadeschools.net

Schedule a
meeting with me!


