PART I: HOW TO APPLY FOR BRIGHT FUTURES:

PAY ATTENTION TO DETAIL – THE INFORMATION YOU INPUT HERE MUST MATCH EVERYTHING ON YOUR HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT (For Example: if your high school transcript says John C. Smith, you cannot put John Smith, you MUST put John C. Smith).
Go to:  http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad/bf/
Click on State Grants and Scholarship on the left of the page

Click on the Bright Futures Blue & Green Icon in the center of the page

Click on APPLY HERE in the top tool bar next to HOME and PROGRAMS OFFERED

Click on Initial State Student Application & begin filling out the application.
( (#1) Please make sure you fill in the CORRECT social security number

( (#2-12) Self Explanatory

( (#13) Identify the Florida County where you live.  It is in the table as “Miami-Dade” 
( (#14-15) Self explanatory

( (#16 & 17) If you are a citizen, put US Citizen. If you are NOT a citizen, put “ELIGIBLE NON CITIZEN” 
( (#18 & 19) Self explanatory

( (#20) List the County as “Miami Dade”
( (#21) Make sure to choose Coral Gables Senior High School and NOT Coral Gables Senior High ADULT EDUCATION which is right under it in the drop down menu!

((#22) Our graduation date is:  05/27/2014
( (#23) Make sure to choose: “In the fall of 2014, I will be classified as: “Freshman, “first time in college”
( (#24) Select “In State School.” Most of you don’t yet know what college that you will be attending, so just enter any one of the 12 in-state school names from the drop down menu, or click “other” and enter the name of a college.  Remember that Florida Financial Aid and Bright Futures only pays for in-state colleges. IN MAY, ONCE YOU FINALLY DECIDE ON THE COLLEGE YOU WILL ATTEND YOU WILL HAVE TO GO BACK INTO THIS SYSTEM AND UPDATE THIS QUESTION WITH THE CORRECT COLLEGE NAME SO BRIGHT FUTURES KNOWS WHERE TO SEND YOUR SCHOLARSHIP MONEY.
 ( (#25) Ignore #25 because you are graduating from High School.  

( (#26 & #27) If you do not know your Weighted / Unweighted GPA, make your closest guess If your GPA is close to a 3.0 (2.8 or 2.9) put 3.0 anyway. Florida Financial Aid and Bright Futures will get your actual GPA off your official transcript that will be sent to them by the District.

( (#28) Skip it

( (#29) Be sure to check at least one of the tests!

( (#30 a & b) If you are of Hispanic origin, enter a country of origin and then make sure to click “yes” for (b). If you are NOT of Hispanic origin, skip this question. (Spain does not appear as a choice).
( (#31 a-g) If you are the dependent child or spouse of a veteran, click yes child or yes spouse and then fill in a-g. If you are not, click no and move on to the next question.

( (#32) If you do not know what the Rosewood event was, then you are not a descendent, so click NO.
( (#33) You must authorize your SAT/ACT scores and grades so check yes!

( (#34) Please read this question very carefully and answer it. Almost all students should answer “No.”
**** If they ask, I always recommend that you say “yes” to work-study and “student loans”. You can always deny them later on if you do not need this type of financial aid.

NOW CLICK “SUBMIT/PRINT MY APPLICATION”

( Once you hit the SUBMIT/PRINT MY APPLICATION button, you will be taken to a SAVED RESULTS screen. You will find your USERNAME AND PASSWORD on this page. YOU MUST WRITE THEM BOTH DOWN IN YOUR PHONE AND DO NOT LOSE THEM!!!! IT IS YOUR ONLY WAY TO GET BACK INTO THE SYSTEM LATER TO SEE IF YOU GOT ANY MONEY!!!  At this point you are finished registering.  Remember, you DO wish to be considered for all the listed programs so leave it as is at this point and DO NOT CLICK NO at the end of this screen).

When done – click on “HOME” at the bottom of the page.

